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Staff Senate Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, October 11, 2007 
Old Main 523 
 
Members Present:  Toni Bahn, Paul Bixby, Donald Blagg, Bill Curren, Candy Erbe, 
Lisa Frye, Kenley Haley, Angela Hand, David Lacy, Ronnie Lane, Jeremy McAtee, 
Javene Mounce, Michele Payne, Felisha Perrodin, Diane Reynolds, Henry Rowe, Teresa 
Scott, Jeremy Turner, Eric Vaught, Jim Wells, Liz Williams and Susan Yell. 
 
Members Absent:  Renee Clay, Leanna Foshe, Gerald Golden, Cat Hopkins and Autumn 
Parker. 
 
I. Meeting was called to order by Chair, Paul Bixby at 9:40am. 
II. A motion was made, seconded and approved to adopt the agenda as presented. 
III. A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the September 13, 2007 
meeting minutes with corrections.  Corrections include Section V, “Dian 
Melahn” to Dianne Melahn” 
IV. Diane Reynolds recognized employees who recently graduated. 
V. Other Business 
A. Parking and Transit Announcement – Gary Smith; Parking and Transit is 
in process of educating the campus on scooter parking and driving.  Will 
possibly add a new exit on level six in the Harmon Parking Deck. Parking 
and Transit will receive 40 buses to replace the old ones. 
B. A Benefits “What’s New 1 Jan” – Richard Ray;  
1. Health Insurance 
a. No premium increases 
b. Co-payments for preventative care and mammograms are 
covered in January 2008 at 100%. 
c. Adding advance imaging locations under the health plan 
and MRI, CT done at the doctor’s office are covered at 
80%/ 
2. Dental Insurance 
a. No Premium increases 
b. Delta Dental will send out new cards with assigned ID 
numbers instead of using social security numbers. One card 
will be assigned for each family and not each individual. 
c. Endo steel implants are covered at 50%. 
d. Carry over option will apply to the dental insurance. 
                               No open enrollment this year 
3. Cafeteria Plan 
a. Carry over option is in effect. 
b. Employees have until March 16, 2008 to use the up the 
reimbursement or they will lose it. 
 
 
4. Vision  
a. Human Resources are aware to of the problems with 
Spectara.  UA have given Spectara a 90 day notice to fix 
the problems.  
 
C. Beth Arbuthnot 
1. Merit Increases 
a. Must be employed since 10/1/2006 at the University of 
Arkansas or another state agency. 
b. Must be 100% appointed. 
c. Employees must work 2080 hours to get the merit increase. 
2. Compensation Study 
a. OPM are redoing the compensation study which should be 
done by March 2008. 
VI. Standing Committees 
A. Legislative –  Eric Vaught; No Report 
B. Internal Affairs – Angela Hand; Met with Earl Hill regarding staff 
discounts.  The Committee with work with the Communications 
Committee to possible put staff discounts on Staff Senate’s Website. 
Currently looking to get more information regarding employees using 
their email addresses to email elected officials.  Internal Affairs are trying 
to get on the Retention and Recruitment Committee. 
C. Scholarships – Kenley Haley; See Finance Report 
D. Awards – Diana Reynolds; See Section IV 
E. Communications – Felisha Perrodin; Updating website and display board 
for the Employee Health Fair. 
F. Finance – Leanna Foshe; Not present.  Emailed finance report to each 
Senator. 
G. Elections – Donnie Blagg; Haven’t met 
H. Safety – Ronnie Lane; Safety will meet once a month to discuss the 
inclement weather policy, sidewalks, lighting and other safety concerns. 
I. Parking and Transit – Gerald Golden; Not present 
J. Employee of the Quarter – Susan Yell; Nominations are due 10/15/07 
K. Special Events – Michelle Payne; Committee is preparing for the 
Employee Health and Benefits fair.  Distributed a sign up sheet for each 
Senator to volunteer to work the Staff Senate table at the Health and 
Benefits Fair.   Employee Picnic will be May 22, 2007.  There will be 
subcommittees for vendors, door prizes, etc.  Please contact Michelle 




VII. Old Business 
A. Tobacco Free Policy – Angela Hand; Met with the committee to see how 
to implement the tobacco free policy on campus.   
B. Campus Council – Will meet October 31, 2007 at 3:30pm in the theater in 
the Arkansas Union. 
 
VIII. New Business 
A. Employee Health and Benefits Fair – Each Senator need to sign up to 
work the table at the Fair. 
B. Around the Senate – No Report 
 







        
